
The project provides Bellefonte Borough and its po-
lice department a vision for a new facility, utilizing and 
adapting an existing building, the historic 1922 Ar-
mory. The current police facility is small and poorly or-
ganized, creating safety and accessibility concerns for 
its occupants. Student work is based on research rele-
vant to modern amenities for police departments, se-
curity and public safety guidelines, and special needs 
identified by police department staff. 
SCC coordinated a site visit to familiarize students not 
only with the existing building conditions but also 
neighborhood and local traffic and access concerns 
and considerations.  Students also had the opportunity 
to visit a new police facility nearby, guided by police 
officers with training in building safety and critical real-
world experience. 
Student design and documentation will help the bor-
ough with future decision making by being better in-
formed about potential design elements, visualizing, 
building traffic flow, and other considerations perti-
nent to the site and use. 

 

“Overall, I’d say the project instilled in me a 
new-found respect for just how much planning 
and care goes into not just the design of a po-
lice station, but every category of building. 
There are so many factors that can go over-
looked, but once you’re the team trusted with 
the design of the building, there is no cutting of 
corners, everything must be taken into ac-
count. I think I speak for the whole team when 
I say we were very proud to have the oppor-
tunity to contribute to such a meaningful pro-
ject, and it was extremely rewarding in the end 
to see how hard everyone, other groups includ-
ed, worked on this project throughout the se-
mester.” –Michael Pasquarelli, Student  
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